

Adopted 8/22/17


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, R. Gaffney, Carter, Wilson, Anderson, R. Brown, Morgan, Newby and Becton: 

RESOLUTION 2017-581-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING MELTONIA JENKINS AND THE ENTIRE JENKINS FAMILY FOR SIXTY YEARS OF GREAT FOOD AND SERVICE AT THE JENKINS QUALITY BARBEQUE RESTAURANTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville native Melton Jenkins, Jr. was born December 14, 1923, and worked hard in several jobs while cultivating his dream of opening a restaurant, and with just $125, his father’s secret sauce, and a prayer, Mr. Jenkins and his wife Willie Mae opened the first Jenkins Quality Barbecue in 1957; and


WHEREAS, Melton and Willie Mae Jenkins had three daughters- Meltonia, Wilhelmina and Pamela; and Melton Jenkins was a deacon for fifty years at the First New Zion Missionary Baptist Church, and also supported the local community through donations to organizations such as the Boy Scouts, Edward Waters College and the YMCA; and 

WHEREAS, the Jenkins built their family business to include three Jacksonville locations which have withstood regional growth, historical changes and economic fluctuations; the Jenkins Quality Barbeque Restaurants are renowned for their family’s secret mustard-based sauce, offer a modestly priced classic menu cooked over an oak wood-fired pit; and they have earned praise from local and national reviewers such as Jacksonville Magazine, Southern Living Magazine and the Forbes Travel Guide; and 

WHEREAS, after Mr. Jenkins’ retirement, his eldest daughter Meltonia took the helm of the family business, and the next generations of Jenkins are all contributing to the success of the restaurants, and the Jenkins Quality Barbecue restaurants have been an asset to the City for sixty years; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates the Jenkins family for their decades of daily dedication to providing excellent food, commends Meltonia Jenkins for the continuation of her father’s legacy, and appreciates the contributions from their iconic restaurant to the community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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